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increases to about 12 inches in the central districts, and to about
22 in the northern. In the last-mentioned area agriculture is
possible, and maize and other crops can be grown, but they are
always liable to suffer from drought. It is for stock-raising purposes,
however, that the country is best adapted, as water can often be
obtained by sinking weEs and tapping underground streams.
Cattle thrive in the northern and central districts, and sheep in
the central and southern, Diamonds are found along the coastal
strip between the 24th and the 28th parallels, and copper is mined
at Tsumeb and elsewhere in the north of the country.
BASUTOLAND
Basutoland, which is governed by a Resident Commissioner under
the direction.of the High Commissioner for South Africa, consists
of a mountainous region bordering upon the Cape of Good Hope,
Natal, and the Orange Free State. The Drakensberg lies along the
south-east frontier of the country, and beyond it are several
parallel and subsidiary ranges. Much of the soil along the western
frontier is fertile, and the climate is favourable both for arable
and pastoral farming. Wheat, maize, kaffir corn, cattle, wool, and
mohair are all produced and, with the exception of maize, exported
by the natives, who practically form the entire population.
THE BECHUANALAND PROTECTORATE
The Bechuanaland Protectorate belongs to the South African
plateau, and the greater part of it lies between 3,000 and 4,000
feet above sea-level. In the east, where there is a mean annual
rainfall of 20 to 25 inches, the country is a grassland and is in-
habited, but in the west it passes into the Kalahari steppe. The
population is almost entirely a native one ; and the chief wealth
consists of cattle, sheep, and goats. Maize and kaffir corn are
grown; but in years of deficient rainfall, which occasionally occur, the
crops are a complete failure. There are believed to be considerable
supplies of underground water both in the east and in the west,
but so far they have been utilized only to a slight extent.
The Protectorate, which is also under the control of the High
Commissioner, has an area of 275,000 square miles, and a population,
almost entirely Bantu, of 153,000.